
 

 

 

 

Media Release 
 
 

EU Commission wants to postpone MDR  
implementation by one year 
 
Swiss Medtech considers the postponement essential to ensure patient care 
 
 
Berne, 3 April 2020 – In view of the coronavirus pandemic, Swiss Medtech considers the EU 
Commission proposal to postpone the Medical Devices Regulation (MDR) date of application 
by one year to be imperative. The Association hopes that the Council and Parliament will also 
promptly agree with the recommendation. Ensuring the supply of medical devices required for 
the general population is now top priority. 
 
Even prior to the corona pandemic outbreak, a timely Europe-wide implementation of MDR would 
barely have been achievable. It has now become impossible. In addition to the previously recognized 
problems – too few test centres, capacity problems with recertification, insufficient personnel trained 
for regulatory issues, and delayed introduction of the central Eudamed database – the outbreak of the 
coronavirus has added further difficulties; forcing test centres to close or restrict their activities. And 
this at a time when the medtech industry must secure supply chains and increase production capacity 
in order to meet the growing demand for medical devices. 
 
In view of the corona pandemic, Swiss Medtech considers the EU Commission's proposal to postpone 
the implementation of MDR by one year to 26 May 2021 to be essential. «Our health system is cur-
rently fighting one of the worst pandemics of the last 100 years. The medical technology industry must 
now be free to focus on helping manage the corona crisis. From an epidemiological point of view, it is 
unimportant if well-proven medical devices bear an old or a new certificate next May. It is much more 
imperative that the products are available. This now has top priority», says Peter Biedermann, Manag-
ing Director of Swiss Medtech. 
 
Provided that the Council and Parliament follow the EU Commission proposal, medical devices may 
continue to be marketed under the current legal framework within the EU Single Market until 
26 May 2021. 
 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=COM:2020:144:FIN&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=COM:2020:144:FIN&from=EN
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Swiss Medtech represents more than 550 members in its role as industry  
association for Swiss medical technology. With 58,500 employees and a contribution 
of 13.5% to the positive trade balance, medical technology is an economically  
significant sector in Switzerland. Swiss Medtech advocates for conditions that  
enable the medtech industry to perform at peak capacity and provide first-class  
medical care. 
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